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(54) N-port demodulator for PSK or QAM signals 

(57) According to the present invention and method 
and the device for the l/Q demodulation of modulated 
RF signals is provided. The l/Q-demodulator thereby 
comprises a passive n-port junction device (f.e. a six- 
port or five-port junction device) (1), wherein a plurality 
of power detectors (P1, P2, P3, P(n-2)) are provided 
being supplied with analog signals output of the five- 
port or six-port junction device (1). An analog circuitry 
(2, 3) is supplied with signals output of the power detec- 
tors (P1, P2, P3. P(n-2)). The analog circuitry (2, 3) 
detects l/Q components of the signal to be demodulated 
based on an analog processing of the analog signals 
output of the power detectors (PI. P2, P3. P(n-2)). A 
local oscillator circuitry (20) is provided to supply a sec- 
ond input signal for the five-port or six-port junction 
device (1). Filters (4) are provided for filtering the analog 



signals output of the power detectors (P1, P2, P3, P(n- 
2) before they are supplied to the analog circuitry (2. 3). 
The analog circuitry (3) comprises circuits (7) to supply 
the analog signals output of the power detectors (Pi, 
P2, P3) respectively in two branches. Furthermore 
amplifiers (8) with individually adjustable gain (gl, g2, 
g3, g4, g5 t g6, g7. g8) are provided to amplify the 
branches. Finally an adding/subtracting circuitry 9, 10 is 
provided being supplied with the individually amplified 
branches to detect l/Q components of the RF signal to 
be demodulated (signal 1). A processing unit (19) is pro- 
vided for calibrating the five-port or six-port junction 
device 1 by adjusting at least one of the adjustable 
gains (Gl . G2. G3, G4; gl. g2, g3, g4, g5, g6, g7 t g8). 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a method and a device for the I/O demodulation of modulated RF signals. The 
invention is particularly advantageous for PSK or (n)QAM modulated RF signals. The invention furthermore relates to 
a telecommunications device comprising such a demodulating device. 

[0002] A six-port receiver is known acting in the direct conversion manner and allowing conversion from mm-wave 
range and microwave range directly to the base band. At the same time a classic l/Q-demodulation chip (digital or ana- 
log) can be avoided. By using suitable calibration procedures the influences of the non-ideal passive RF-components 
including manufacturing tolerances can be minimized. The six-port receiver detects the relative phase and relative mag- 
nitude of two incoming RF-signals. The circuitry of the six-port receiver is realized using only passive components in 
combination with diodes tor the detection of the relative phase and the relative magnitude of the RF-signals. An impor- 
tant feature of six-port receivers is that fabrication tolerances can be calibrated, which inherently allows low-cost pro- 
duction. * 

[0003] In Bossisio, Wu "A six-port direct digital millimeter wave receiver", Digest of 1994 IEEE MTT Symposium, vol. 
3, page 1659 - 1662, San Diego, May 1994, a structure for a six -port receiver is proposed. 

[0004] The six-port technique has been known for its ability to accurately measure the scattering parameters, both 
amplitude and phase, of microwave networks. Instead of using heterodyne receivers a six-port receiver accomplishes 
direct measurements at microwave and mm-wave frequencies by extracting signals output of the power detectors at at 
least three and particularly four of the 6 ports. The imperfections of the hardware can be readily eliminated by an appro- 
priate calibration procedure. Very accurate measurements can be made in a large dynamic range and wide frequency 
range, six-port junction receivers consist of passive microwave components such as directional couplers and power 
dividers as well as diode detectors. The circuit can be easily integrated as MHMIC or MMIC. The known receiver per- 
forms direct phase/amplitude demodulation at microwave and mm-wave frequencies. 

[0005] By performing a calibration procedure the hardware imperfections such as phase error of the bridges, imbal- 
ance of the power detectors, etc. can be readily eliminated. This significantly eases the requirement of the hardware 
implementation and enables the six-port receiver to operate over a wide band up to mm-wave frequencies. 
[0006] According to the above cited document of Bossisio et. al. a six-port receiver concept with power dividers and 
90 degrees hybrid circuits realized in distributed technology is used. The application of that known structure lies mainly 
in the frequency bands above 10 GHz, however, it suffers from an insufficient band width of the operation due to the 
inherently frequency selective nature of the 90 degrees hybrid circuits. 

[0007] From D. Maurin, Y.Xu, B.Huyart, K. Wu, M. Cuhaci. R. Bossisio "CPW Millimeter-Wave Six-Port Ref lectometers 
using MHMIC and MMIC technologies", European Microwave Conference 1994, pp. 91 1-915, a wide-band topology for 
reflectometer used is known which is based on a distributing element approach featuring coplanar wave guide applica- 
tions in the frequency range from 1 1 to 25 GHz. 

[0008] From V. Bilik, et al. "A new extremely wideband lumped six-port reflectometer" European Microwave Confer- 
ence 1991, pp. 1473-1477 and the idea of using Wheatstone Bridges and resistive structures for reflectometer applica- 
tions is known. 

[0009] From j:Li, G.Bossisio, K. Wu, "Dual tone Calibration of Six-Port Junction and its application to the six-port direct 
digital receiver, IEEE Transactions on Microwave Theory and Techniques, vol. 40, January 1996 a six-port reflectom- 
eter topology based on four 3dB hybrid circuits, power dividers and attenuators is known. 

[001 0] From US-A-5498969 an asymmetrical topology for a reflectometer structure featuring matched detectors and 
one unmatched detector is known. 

[0011] From US-A-4521728 with the title "Method and six-port network for use in determining complex reflection coef- 
ficients of microwave networks" a reflectometer six-port topology is known comprising two different quadrate hybrids, 
phase shifter, two power dividers and one directional coupler for which the realization by a microstrip line technology is 
disclosed. 

[0012] The six-port technology inherently has the disadvantage that the computational effort is large for example in 
comparison with classic approaches (super-heterodyne receivers). 

[001 3] From the European Patent Application 97 1 13 755.9 in the name of the same applicant a non-coherent six- 
port receiver is known. The attention is thereby particularly drawn to the calculation of signals output of the power detec- 
tors by linear combinations of two RF input signals as well as the calculation of the phase and the amplitude of a com- 
plex signal on the basis of four signals output of the power detectors, which is herewith incorporated by reference. 
[0014] From the European Patent Application 97 122 438.1 in the name of the same applicant a six-port junction 
device is known. The attention is thereby particularly drawn to figures 3 to 13 and the corresponding pages of the 
description disclosing implementations of a six-port junction device. The disclosure of the cited pages and figures is 
also incorporated herewith by reference. 

[001 5] The six-port receiver technology can be implemented by purely passive components. However, the connected 
demodulators usually comprise active/digital components which are hard not easy to be integrated. 
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[0016] It is the object of the present invention to provide an l/Q demodulation technique for the n-port technology, 
wherein the technique should be compatible with high integration. 

[0017] This object is achieved by means of the features of the independent claims. The dependent claims develop 
further the central idea of the invention. 
5 [0018] According to the invention, a l/Q-demodulator connected to a n-port junction device (receiver) comprises only 
analog circuits. 

[001 9] According to the present invention therefore a method for the l/Q demodulation of modulated RF signals is pro- 
vided. Thereby the RF signal to be demodulated is input to a passive n-port junction device, n being an integer larger 
than 3. For example, n can be equal to five or six (five-port junction device and six-port junction device, respectively). A 

io second RF signal is input to the passive n-port junction device. A plurality of analog signals is evaluated by means of 
said passive n-port junction device and supplied to power detectors. The output signals of the power detectors (power 
sensors) are supplied to an analog circuitry. The l/Q components of the RF signal to be demodulated are detected 
based on an analog processing of the signals output of the power detectors by means of the analog circuitry. 
[0020] The second signal can be supplied by a local oscillator circuitry. 

75 [0021] The analog signals output of the power detectors can be filtered before being supplied to the analog circuitry. 
[0022] Additionally to the analog signals output of the power detectors at least one voltage of one or more DC voltage 
sources can be supplied to the analog circuitry. 

[0023] At least one of the signals output of the power detectors can be amplified with an adjustable gain before being 
supplied to the analog circuitry. 

20 [0024] In the analog circuitry the analog signals output of the power detectors can be respectively supplied in at least 
two branches. Each branch can be amplified with an individually adjustable gain. The amplified branches can be sup- 
plied to an adding/subtracting circuitry to detect the l/Q components of the signal to be demodulated. 
[0025] Furthermore a calibration can be effected by adjusting at least one adjustable gain to compensate for imper- 
fections of the n-port junction device. 

25 [0026] Alternatively, in the analog circuitry the analog signals output of the power detectors can be respectively 
divided in at least two branches and then be supplied to an adding/subtracting circuitry supplying a plurality of output 
signals. The plurality of output signals of said adding/subtracting circuitry can be amplified with an individually adjusta- 
ble gain. The amplified output signals can then be supplied to an adding circuitry to detect the l/Q components of the 
RF signal to be demodulated. 

30 [0027] The step of calibrating the demodulation process can be effected by adjusting at least one adjustable gain to 
compensate for imperfections of the n-port junction device. 

[0028] The step of calibrating the demodulation can comprise the steps of feeding a predefined sequence as a first 
signal to the n-port junction device and evaluating and adjusting the gains based on a comparison between the prede- 
fined sequence and the actual detected signals. 
35 [0029] The step of calibrating the demodulation alternatively can comprise the steps of feeding a predefined 
sequence as a first signal to the n-port junction device, A/D converting the signals output of the power detectors and 
evaluating and adjusting the gains based on a comparison between the predefined sequence and the detected and 
converted signals output of the power detectors. 

[0030] According to the present invention furthermore an l/Q demodulator is provided. The demodulator thereby can 
40 comprise a passive n-port junction device, n being an integer larger than 3 (preferably 4, 5 or 6). wherein a first signal 
to be demodulated and a second signal is supplied to the passive n-port junction device. A plurality of power detectors 
can be provided for the detection of signals output of the power detectors. 

[0031 ) The n-port junction device can be a four-port junction device, in which case two adjustable DC voltage sources 
are provided to supply DC voltages to the analog circuitry additionally to the signals output of the power detectors. 
45 [0032] An analog circuitry can be provided being supplied with signals output of the power detectors. The analog cir- 
cuitry detects l/Q components ol the signal to be demodulated based on an analog processing of the analog signals 
output of the power detectors. 

[0033] A local oscillator circuitry can be provided to supply the second signal. 

[0034] Filters can be provided for filtering the analog signals output of the power detectors before they are supplied 
so to the analog circuitry. 

[0035] An adjustable DC voltage source can be provided to supply additionally to the analog signals output of the 
power detectors a DC voltage to the analog circuitry. 

[0036] At least one amplifier with adjustable gain can be provided to amplify the signals output of the power detectors 
before being supplied to the analog circuitry. 
£5 [0037] The analog circuitry can comprise dividers to divide the analog signals output of the power detectors respec- 
tively in at least two branches. An amplifier with an individually adjustable gain can be provided to amplify the branches. 
An adding/subtracting circuitry can be provided being supplied with the individually amplified branches to detect l/Q 
components of the signal to be demodulated. 
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[0038] A processing unit can be provided for calibrating the n-port junction device by adjusting at least one adjustable 
gain. 

[0039] The analog circuitry can comprise dividers to divide the analog signals output of the power detectors respec- 
tively into at least two branches.. An adding/subtracting circuitry can be provided being supplied to the branches An 
amplifier with an individually adjustable gain can amplify output signals of said adding/subtracting circuitry An adding 
circuitry can be supplied with the amplified output signals of said first adding/subtracting circuitry to detect the l/Q com- 
ponents of the signal to be demodulated. 

[0040] A processing unit for calibrating demodulator (particularly the n-port junction device) by adjusting at least one 
adjustable gain of the amplifiers with adjustable gain can be provided, wherein the calibration is effected based on a 
comparison of a known sequence fed to the n-port junction device and actually detected signals. 
[0041] A digital processing unit can be provided for calibrating the n-port junction device by adjusting at least one 
adjustable gain of the amplifiers with adjustable gain based on a comparison of a known sequence fed to the n-port 
junction device and digital signals from A/D converters being supplied to the analog signals output of the power detec- 
tors. 

[0042] The processing unit can be provided on the same board as the n-port junction device and the analog circuitry. 
[0043] The processing unit can be provided externally to the chip implementing the n-port junction device and the ana- 
log circuitry. The calibration thereby can be effected when fabricating the demodulator by connecting the A/D converters 
to control pins of the demodulator and simultaneously feeding the predefined sequence to the input of the n-port junc- 
tion device. 

20 [0044] According to the present invention furthermore a mobile communications device comprising a demodulator as 
set forth above is provided. 

[0045] Further advantages, features and objects of the present invention will come clear from the following detailed 
description of embodiments of the present invention taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings: 
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Figure 1 shows a general view of a receiver comprising an l/Q demodulator according to the present invention 
Figure 2 shows the internal structure of the analog circuit board. 

Figure 3 shows the internal structure of an embodiment of the subboard comprised in the analog circuit board 
30 shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 4 shows the internal structure of another embodiment of a simplified subboard comprised in the analog cir- 
cuit board shown in Figure 2. for the case that a phase shifter a five-port structure provides for a phase shift of 45 
degrees. 
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Figure 5 shows a possible implementation of the present invention by means of a five-port junction device. 

Figure 6a. 6b show further embodiments of possible implementations of five-port junction device with an additional 
isolation function. 

Figure 7 shows in a view similar to figure 1 a receiver comprising an l/Q demodulator according to the present 
invention in combination with a calibration hardware, 

Figures 8 to 1 1 show simulation results of the present invention, 

Figure 12 shows the internal structure of an possible implementation of the local oscillator circuitry, and 
Figure 13 shows the internal structure of the realization of a power detector. 

[0046] At first an l/Q demodulator according to the present invention will be explained with reference to figure 1 . 
[0047] A modulated RF signal is received by means of an antenna 26. As an example, the received RF signal can be 
(m)PSK- or (n)QAM, preferably QPSK modulated. The received signal can be passed through a first down converting 
stage 27. However, it is to be noted that said first down converting stage 27 is only optional. Then the signal is passed 
through a band pass filter (BPF) 28 and supplied to a gain controlled LNA (low noise amplifier) 29. The gain of the LNA 
29 is controlled by a control unit 30. The output signal of the LNA 29 (signal 1 ) is fed to a first input of a five-port junction 
device 1. The second input of the five-port junction device 1 is supplied with a gain controlled local oscillator 20, 35 
wherein the control unit 30 effects a frequency/phase control to the local oscillator 20. The gain controlled output signal 
of the local oscillator 20. 35 is supplied as signal 2 to the second input of the five-port junction device 1. 
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[0048] In the embodiment of Figure 1 a five-port junction device is used. However, the present invention is generally 
applicable to n-port junction devices, as for example six-port-junction devices etc. 

[0049] The five-port junction device 1 combines the two input signals signal 1, signal 2 in linear combinations and 
outputs three signals, wherein the analog power values of the output signals of the five-port junction device l are 
f detected by power detectors P1. P2 and P3. The internal structure of the power detectors Pi, P2 and P3 will be 
explained later on with reference to Figure 13. The internal structure of the local oscillator circuitry 20 will be explained 
later on with reference to Figure 12. The output signals of the power detectors Pi, P2. P3 can be optionally low pass 
filtered 4. 

[0050] Alternatively, the output signals of the power detectors Pi , P2 and P3 can be input directly to an analog circuit 
io board 2. The analog circuit board 2 is connected to the control unit 30 by means of a control bus 34. The analog circuit 
board provides for two output signals, wherein one of the output signals presents the l-component of the received mod- 
ulated RF signal, and the other output signal represents the Q-component of the received modulated RF signal. The 
output signals of the analog circuit board 2 can be optionally low pass filtered 31 before they are supplied to a l/G-output 
circuit 33. In the l/Q output circuit 33. for example, an A/D conversion of the input I and Q components can be effected. 
is [0051] The gain control 35 for the local oscillator circuitry, is optional. 

[0052] The control bus 34 transmits control signals for the gain of DC amplifiers and for the control of an adjustable 
DC voltage source comprised in the analog circuit board 2 which will be explained later on in detail. It is to be noted that 
the control bus 34 is also optional. 

[0053] It is to be noted that the l/Q demodulation according to the present invention is effected in a purely analog man- 
20 ner. 

[0054] Figure 2 shows the internal structure of the analog circuit board 2. The output signals of the power detectors 
Pt , P2, P3. which can be optionally filtered 4, are respectively input to an amplifier 6 with adjustable gain Gl , G2, G3. 
The gain of the amplifiers 6 with adjustable gain thereby can be optionally controlled by the control bus 34 being con- 
nected to the control unit 30. Furthermore, an adjustable DC voltage source 5 is provided, which is also controlled by 

25 means of the control bus 34 connected to the control unit 30. The output signals of the amplifiers 6 with adjustable gain 
SG1. SG2 and SG3 as well as the DC vottage SG4 from the DC voltage source 5 are input to a subboard containing 
analog circuitry 3. The subboard 3 can also be controlled by means of the control bus 34 connected to the control unit 
30. The subboard 3 outputs the l/Q components of the received modulated RF signals, ft is to be noted that the ampli- 
fiers 6 with adjustable gain are optional and are preferably DC amplifiers capable to cope with the nominal channel 

30 bandwidth to be received. 

[0055] Figure 3 shows the internal structure of the subboard 3 comprised in the analog circuit board 2. The input sig- 
nals SGl , SG2, SG3 and SG4 are respectively divided in at least two branches respectively by means of functional 
dividers 7. Optionally each of the branches is then individually amplified by a DC amplifier 8, wherein the gain gl. g2, 
g3, g4. g5. g6. g7, g8 can also be controlled by the control unit 30 by means of the control bus 34. The amplified branch 

35 signals are then supplied in a matrix manner to a subtracting/adding circuitry 9. wherein respectively two output signals 
of the adding/subtracting circuits 9 are supplied to an adding circuit 10. One of the adding circuits 10 outputs the I com- 
ponent and the other one of the adding circuits 10 outputs the Q component of the thus demodulated RF signal. 
[0056] Figure 5 shows a first embodiment of the internal structure of a five-port junction device 1 . The signal 1 and 
signal 2 as shown in Figure 1 are input to the five-port junction device 1 . The signal i thereby is supplied to a passive 

40 power divider 35 being connected with a passive three-port structure 36 and outputting a first power level Pi . The pas- 
sive three-port structure 36 also outputs an analog power value P2 and is furthermore connected with the phase shift- 
ers 37. The phase shifter 37 is interconnected between the passive three-port structure 36 and the further passive 
three-port structure 38 being supplied with the second signal (signal 2 ) and outputting a third analog power value P3. 
[0057] In case a five-port junction 1 with the internal structure as shown in Figure 5 is used, the structure of the sub- 

45 board 3 as shown in Figure 4 is preferable. As shown in Figure 4, the four signals SGI , SG2, SG3 and SG4 are divided 
respectively into at least two branches (two in the case shown) by dividers 1, The branches output by the dividers 7 are 
given to adding/subtracting circuits 1 1 . The adding/subtracting circuits 1 1 output signals, which are individually ampli- 
fied by amplifiers 12 with adjustable gain g1 ( g2, g3. g4. wherein the gains can be individually controlled by the control 
bus 34 connected to the control unit 30. The amplified output signals are given to two adding circuits 13, wherein one 

so of the adding circuits 13 outputs the I component and the other one of the adding circuits 13 outputs the Q component 
of the received modulated RF signal. 

[0058] Considering the topology example of the Fig. 5 we can consider following relation in the case when Si 
presents the modulation of the RF signal and Signal S2 presents the complex value of the LO oscillator (In the following 
equations a reference phase of LO is considered to be zero). 

55 

St <= S 0 de J * (1) 
$2 = S 0 (2) 
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[0059] The l/Q demodulator actually detects the complex ratio of the signals Si and S2. or relative amplitude and 
phase related to the local oscillator. The amplitude ratio is d and <p presents phase difference. 

5 s = — = de J * I = d cos<p Q = d sinq> (3) 

[0060J The topology of the Fig.3 results in the following complex values (vl , v2. and v3) which are approaching the 
power sensors. Coefficients K mw are representing transfer functions from port n to the power sensor port m 

w 

w l =*llSv *12 = ° (4) 

v 2 = /c 2lSl + k 22 e' Jtt s 2 (5) 

15 v 3 = k z ,e' j6 s, + k 32 s 2 (6) 

v, = k v S 0 de J * (7) 

v 2 -^ 2l S o de^ + /c 22 S 0 e /G (8) 



50 



32^0 (9) 



[0061] We are assuming that signal S2 has a constant value, meaning for example that the LO does not change its 
signal power level. In that case we can introduce the new variable Vdc. like in (10). 

25 

Vdc - 0\s 2 \ 2 = CS^ - set DC voftage (10) 
P, = C\v,\ 2 = Ck*,S? 0 d 2 

30 P 2 = C|l/ 2 | 2 = CSg [^1^ + ^12+2^2^22^008(9+6)] (12) 

P 3 « ^l^al 2 ■ [* 31 d 2 + /c§ 2 +2/f 31 ^ 55 dcos(<p -6)] (13) 

[0062] Pi, P2 and P3 are low frequency (quasi DC voltages) which exist after power detection by ideal diodes (see 
35 figure 1 3). The value of © corresponds to the phase shift value form the Fig. 5. 



P 2 " "J" P 1 * *22 V DC + 2* 21 * 22 V^d COS(<p + 6) 

"11 



(14) 
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P 3 = 7T P i + *32 ^oc + 2* 31 * 32 V DC dcos(<p-9) (15) 



[0063] Implementing equation (3) we can obtain the final equations (16) and (1 7). 

I e _ ^21 ^32 + ^22*31 _ fC g1 fc 32 + ft 22 *3i pi 1 

4>c 21 fc 3l cose * 22 * 32 \/ TC cose 1 + 4> f21 k 22 v/ Dc cose P * + 4*31*32^00 cose p * 

k ? ik~ P - k~~k~*. k 9 .k~~ * k~~k- 



(16) 



4A 21 * 31 sin e - ^ * * j, sjn e P i ' 4 * 21 /c 22 l/ oc sin 6 P ' * 4*„ A* l/ oc sin « P 3 (17) 



( 21 K 32 " K 22*3l K 21 K 32 * K 22*31 „ 1 1 

< 22*32 V DC 

55 

[0064] In the special case, when the phase shift is 45° for: 
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6 = 45°; *n = ^. * 12 = 0; * 21 = |, * 22 = 1; * 31 = 1, /c 32 = | 



we can obtain a simplified equations for I an Q outputs (18) and (19) 




5V2 



(^ C +P n )+T 7 ^(P 2+ P 3 ) 



(18) 



O = 



3V2 



(19) 
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[0065] As a resutt of application we can obtain an simplified analog structure like in Fig. 4, which has an reduced 
number of analog functional components. 

[0066] With reference to Figures 6a and 6b further developments of the embodiment as shown in Fig. 5 will now be 
explained, which provided for an additional RF-LO isolation. 

[0067] As can be seen from Fig. 6a, according to this embodiment a further passive power divider 39 is connected 
between the first passive power divider 35 and the passive three-port structure 36. The passive power divider 39 is con- 
nected by means of a second phase shifter 42 and an attenuator 44 with a power divider 40. The second phase shifter 
42 can provide for a phase shift of 180 degrees. In comparison to the embodiment according to Fig. 5 therefore two pas- 
sive power dividers 39, 40, a phase shifter 42 and the attenuator 44 have been added. The first phase shifter 41 can 
also provide for a phase shift of 180 degrees. 

[0068] Fig. 6b shows another embodiment according to which the passive three-port structure 36 is interconnected 
between the passive power divider 39 and the phase shifter 42. In this case the attenuator 44 can be omitted. 
[0069] The embodiments according to Figures 6a and 6b provide for an isolation of the RF-signal port and the local 
oscillator port. 

[0070] The embodiment of the subboard according to Figure 4 is particularly preferable for a five-port junction struc- 
ture as shown in Figure 5, when the phase shift provided by the phase shifter 37 is 45 degrees and the resistive passive 
power dividers 35 provide for division of 6dB. 

[0071] The invention can be used at higher frequency and can be adapted to work in a wide band frequency range. 
Furthermore requirements on RF filtering can be reduced. 

[0072] Figure 7 shows an arrangement for calibrating an l/G demodulator according to the present invention. Thereby 
a predefined calibration sequence is generated 45. The predefined calibration sequence is up-converted 46 and fed to 
one input of the five-port junction device 1 (instead of a received signal during the calibration procedure). 
[0073] According to the first embodiment a digital signal processing unit 19 compares the predefined calibration 
sequence with the actual detected l/Q components to evaluate the gains of the amplifiers necessary to compensate for 
imperfections particularly of the five-port junction device 1. The evaluated values for the gains of the amplifiers can be 
stored in a memory 47 of the control unit once the calibration has been effected. 

[0074] The up-converter 46 converts the generated predefined calibration sequence to the frequency which is 
expected to be received by the antenna 26. The upconverter block 46 can be part of the transceiver containing the l/Q 
demodulator according to the present invention. 

[0075] According to the first embodiment the digital signal processing unit 1 9 and the calibration sequence generator 
45 can be an internal block attached to the l/Q demodulator (placed on the same chip as the analog circuit board 2 and 
the five-port junction device 1). 

[0076] As it is shown with interrupted lines in Figure 7, according to the second embodiment of the invention for cali- 
brating the l/Q demodulator according to the present invention, the analog output signals of the power detectors P1 , P2, 
P3 can be A/D converted by A/D converter 14 and digitized signals of the A/D converters 14 can be input to the DSP 
19 for the calculation of the calibration gains. The A/D converters 14 preferably have a high resolution (at least twelve 
bits), but need not to be very fast. According to this embodiment the A/D converters 14, the DSP unit 19 and the cali- 
bration sequence generator 45 can be an external block to be attached only once when manufacturing the l/Q demod- 
ulator. In this case when manufacturing the l/Q demodulator, the A/D converters 14 are attached to control pins of the 
l/Q demodulator (not shown) and simultaneously the calibration signal containing the predefined calibration sequence 
is fed to an input of the five-port junction device 1 . 

[0077] The second embodiment of the calibration technique is advantageous in case the modulation method which 
will be used for the received signal (antenna 26) is not known in advance. . 

[0078] If however, the modulation has known states as it is the case for (m)PSK. (n)QAM and preferably when QPSK 
is used and the channel does not change fast, the first embodiment is to be preferred. 
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[0079] Downwards of the l/Q output circuit 33 additional DC amplifiers can be provided. Furthermore an additional 
network can be used downwardly of the l/Q output circuit 33 prefect an analog processing calculation of the magnitude 
and the phase of the signal on the basis of the I and Q outputs. 

[0080] If the technique according to the present invention is to be used as a five-port direct receiver usually one of the 
5 ports where the RF-signals are fed into the circuitry (see Fig. 1) is fed by a local oscillator (LO) circuitry as referenced 
with 20 in Fig. 12. The LO-circuitry 20 comprises a local oscillator 21 and optionally a power controlling hardware block 
23, a PLL block 24, a frequency controlling block 25 and a block 22 having an isolator function as shown in Fig. 12. 
[0081] In Fig. 13 the internal structure of a power sensor P x (0 < x < 4; x being an integer) is shown. A power sensor 
P x essentially comprises at least one detector diode 17, an optional matching network 18, an optional biasing element 
io 15, and an optional compensation hardware 16 providing for a temperature compensation of the diode characteristic. 
The optional matching network 18 is preferably realized by frequency independent elements (preferably using resistive 
elements) and is responsible to transform the power sensor input impedance to the same value as the characteristic 
impedance of the system (usually 50 Ohms or 75 Ohms). The biasing elements 15 give the possibility to increase the 
sensitivity of the detector diode 17 when applied according to the technology of the used diode process, and external 
is system requirements. The optional compensation hardware 1 6 can automatically modify the information of the detected 
power (usually D/C-voltage) in order to minimize the temperature influences or diode non-linearity if a detected signal 
exceeds a previously assigned voltage border. 

[0082] The five-port junction device 1 including the power detectors can be realized, for example, by MMIC technol- 
ogy. 

20 [0083] The analog circuitry as shown, for example, in Figure 1 can be realized on one chip. 
Simulation Results 

[0084] Simulation results are presented for three cases for three different resistor tolerance values: 5%, 10%, 20%. 

25 with random distribution, including case when front LNA with gain Control does not manage to adapt the value of the 
input signal to the LO power. In that case the power Signal amplitude levels of +/- 20 dB appear. This also corresponds 
to the case when signal with large dynamic range approaches the proposed I/O demodulator. All of the figures shows 
the values which should be detected in the case of the 8PSK modulation, as well as really detected values. The case 
with "on-line" calibration is also shown being preferred when the outputs l/Q values are known and used for calculation 

30 of the gain. In the case of exact calibration detected power values are known, by taking the information from the control 
points at the output side of the power detectors. This is done by additional high resolution (but inherently slow) three 
A/D converters, which can be placed on the same board or can be only once in the process of manufacturing of the 
device connected to the control points of the proposed l/Q demodulator. In that case one obtains a perfect value iden- 
tical as expected so that pictures are not shown on the diagrams. In all 8PSK cases a noise margin of 20dB is included. 

35 In the Figure 10 examples considering 16 QAM, with a signal strength deviation from -5 to + 10 dB relative to the LO is 
presented. Note that only two points (despite 16 modulation states) are used for linear "on-line" correction of the signals. 
[0085] Analyzing simulation results it can be stated that if a resistor topology for five-port junction is utilized it is highly 
recommended to have resistors with smaller tolerances. 

[0086] Following the shown simulation results the following conditions are satisfied: 

40 

a simple modulation technique is used with inherently low dynamic range of the modulation states, 
resistors tolerances have tolerance margins better than 10%, 

AGC or gain control LNA can translate RF signal with +/- 10 dB in respect to the mean power 
if a AGC or gain control is set that RF signal is in region lower than strength of the LO signal 

45 

[0087] A rigorous (Ideal) calibration can be possibly omitted. An additional reference point can be used for linear 
transformation of the data, if there is no fast change of the channel. 

[0088] In cases when the number of the modulation states are known and if the channel does not change to fast, a 
post correction can be done. For that purpose a polynomial transformation is proposed, when all of the states has to be 
so sent in the similar manner as a training sequence. 

[0089] Finally a rigorous calibration can be performed in the process of manufacturing. In that case gain levels for the 
has to be calculated after evaluating power sensor outputs, sent calibration sequence and l/Q outputs. The resulted 
gain values are then memorized in the memory and used in the normal working process of the proposed l/Q demodu- 
lator. 

55 

Claims 

1 . Method for the l/Q demodulation of modulated RF signals. 
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comprising the following steps: 

inputting the RF signal to be demodulated (signal 1) to a passive n-port junction device (1), n being an integer 
larger than 3. 

£ - inputting a second RF signal (signal 2) to said passive n-port junction device (1), 

evaluating a plurality of analog signals by means of said passive n-port junction device (1) and supplying the 
analog signals to power detectors. 

supplying output signals of the power detectors to an analog circuitry (2. 3), 

detecting the l/Q components of the signal to be demodulated (signal 1 ) based on an analog processing of the 
io analog signals by means of the analog circuitry (2, 3). 

2. Method according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that 

three analog signals are detected by means of a five-port junction device (1) and three output signals of power 
75 detectors are supplied to said analog circuitry (2, 3). 

3. Method according to claim 1 , 
characterized in that 

two analog signals are detected by means of a four-port junction device (1) and two output signals of power detec- 
20 tors are supplied to said analog circuitry (2, 3). 

4. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that 

the second signal (signal 2) is supplied by a local oscillator circuitry (20). 

25 

5. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that 

the output signals of the power detectors are filtered (4) before being supplied to the analog circuitry (2, 3). 

so 6. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that 

additionally to the output signals of the power detectors, at least one adjustable DC voltage (5) is supplied to the 
analog circuitry (2,3). 

35 7. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that 

at least one of output signals of the power detectors is amplified with an adjustable gain (Gl , G2. G3) before being 
supplied to the analog circuitry (3). 

40 8. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims, 
characterized in that 
in the analog circuitry (3) 

the output signals of the power detectors are respectively supplied (7) in at least two branches, 
45 - each branch is amplified (8) with an individually adjustable gain (gl , g2, g3, g4, g5, g6. g7, g8), and 

the amplified branches are supplied to an adding/subtracting circuitry (9. 10) to detect the l/Q components of 
the signal to be demodulated (signal 1). 

9. Method according to claim 8, 
so characterized by 

the step of calibrating the l/Q demodulation by adjusting at least one adjustable gain (g1 , g2. g3. g4. g5, g6, g7. g8) 
to compensate for imperfections of the n-port -junction device (1). 

10. Method according to anyone of claims 1 to 9, 
55 characterized in that 

in the analog circuitry (3) 

the analog signals are respectively supplied (7) in at least two branches. 
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- the branches are supplied to an adding/subtracting circuitry (11) supplying a plurality of output signals. 

- the plurality of output signals of said adding/subtracting circuitry (11) is amplified (12) with an individually 
adjustable gain (gi, g2, g3, g4). and 

- the amplified output signals of said first adding/subtracting circuitry (1 1 ) are supplied to an adding circuitry (1 3) 

to detect the l/Q components of the signal to be demodulated (signal 1). 

11. Method according to claim 10, 
characterized by 

the step of calibrating the l/Q demodulation by adjusting at least one adjustable gain (gi , g2, g3, g4) to compensate 
for imperfections of the n-port-junction device (1). 

12. Method according to anyone of the preceding claims, 
characterized by 

the step of calibrating the l/Q demodulation by 

feeding a predefined sequence as a first signal (signal 1) to the n-port-junction-device (1 ), and 

- evaluating and adjusting at least one of the gains (gi , g2, g3, g4, g5, g6, g7, g8) based on a comparison (19) 
between the predefined sequence and the actual detected signals by effecting a complex linear transformation. 

13. Method according to anyone of claims 1 to 12, 
characterized by 

the step of calibrating the l/Q demodulation by 

feeding a predefined sequence as a first signal (signal 1) to the n-port-junction-device (1 ), 
A/D converting (14) the analog signals, and 

- evaluating and adjusting at least one of the gains (gi. g2. g3. g4, g5. g6, g7, g8) based on a comparison (19) 
between the predefined sequence and the detected converted analog signals. 

14. Method according to claim 12, 
characterized in that 

the calibration is effected by means of an additional calibration hardware being provided on the same chip or board 
as the n-port junction device (1) 

15. Method according to claim 12, 
characterized in that 

the additional calibration hardware is interfaced with the n-port junction device (1) once when fabricating, wherein 
the calibration gains (gi , g2, g3, g4, g5. g6, g7, g8; G1 , G2, G3, G3) are stored in a memory. 

16. I/Q-Demodulator, comprising: 

- a passive n-port junction device (1 ). n being an integer larger than 3, a first RF signal to be demodulated (signal 
1) and a second RF signal (signal 2) being supplied to said passive n-port junction device (1), 

- a plurality of power detectors (Pi , P2, P3. P(n-2)) being supplied with analog output signals of said passive n- 
port j unction d evice ( 1 ) , 

an analog circuitry (2, 3) being supplied with signals output of the power detectors (Pi , P2, P3, P(n-2)), 
wherein the analog circuitry (2, 3) detects l/Q components of the RF signal to be demodulated (signal 1) based 
on an analog processing of signals output of the power detectors (P1 , P2, P3, P(n-2)). 

17. I/Q-Demodulator according to claim 16, 
characterized in that 

three power detectors (Pi, P2, P3) are provided. 

18. I/Q-Demodulator according to claim 16, 
characterized in that 

two power detectors are provided 

19. I/Q-Demodulator according to claim 16 to 18, 
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characterized in that 

a local oscillator circuitry (20) is provided to supply the second RF signal (signal 2). 

20. I/O- Demodulator according to anyone of the claims 16 to 19, 
f characterized in that 

filters (4) are provided for filtering the signals output of the power detectors (Pi, P2, P3) before they are supplied 
to the analog circuitry (2, 3). 

21. I/Q-Demodulator according to anyone of claims 16 to 20, 
w characterized in that 

the n-port junction device is a f ive-port junction device, and 

an adjustable DC voltage source (5) is provided to supply a DC voltage (5) to the analog circuitry (2. 3) additionally 
to the signals output of the power detectors (Pi, P2, P3). 

75 22. I/Q-Demodulator according to anyone of claims 16 to 20, 
characterized in that 

the n-port junction device is a four-port junction device, and 

two adjustable DC voltage sources are provided to supply DC voltages (5) to the analog circuitry (2, 3) additionally 
to the signals output of the power detectors (Pi, P2). 

20 

23. I/Q-Demodulator according to anyone of claims 16 to 22, 
characterized in that 

at least one amplifier (6) with adjustable gain (Gl , G2, G3, G4) is provided to amplify the signals output of the power 
detectors (Pi , P2, P3) before being supplied to the analog circuitry (3). 

25 

24. I/Q-Demodulator to anyone of claims 16 to 23, 
characterized in that 

the analog circuitry (3) comprises: 

30 - divider (7) to supply the signals output of the power detectors (PI, P2, P3) respectively in at least two 
branches, 

- amplifier (8) with individually adjustable gain (gl , g2. g3, g4, g5 ( g6, g7, g8) to amplify the branches, and 

- an adding/subtracting circuitry (9, 10) being supplied with the individually amplified branches, 

35 to detect l/Q components of the signal to be demodulated (signal 1). 

25. I/Q-Demodulator according to claim 24, 
characterized by 

a processing unit (19) is provided tor calibrating the n-port-junction device (1) by adjusting at least one adjustable 
40 gain (gl , g2, g3, g4, g5, g6. g7, g8). 

26. I/Q-Demodulator according to anyone of claims 16 to 25. 
characterized in that 

the analog circuitry (3) comprises 

45 

- divider (7) to supply the signals output of the power detectors (Pi, P2. P3) respectively in at least two 
branches, 

an adding/subtracting circuitry (11) being supplied with the branches, 

- amplifier (12) with individually adjustable gain (gl, g2, g3, g4. g5, g6. g7, g8) for amplifying output signals of 
said adding/subtracting circuitry (11). and 

- an adding circuitry (13) being supplied with the amplified output signals of said adding/subtracting circuitry 
(11). 

to detect the l/Q components of the signal to be demodulated (signal 1). 

55 

27. I/Q-Demodulator to claim 26, 
characterized by 

a processing unit (19) for caltorating the n-port-junction device (1) by adjusting at least one adjustable gain (gl. g2, 
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93, g4, g5, g6. g7, g8) of the amplifier with adjustable gain based on a comparison of a known sequence fed to the 
n-port-junction device (1) and actually detected l/Q signal components. 

28. I/Q-Demodulator according to claim 26, 
characterized by 

a digital processing unit (19) for calibrating the n-port-junctiori device (1) by adjusting at least one adjustable gain 
(gl , g2, g3. g4) of the amplifier with adjustable gain based on a comparison of a known sequence fed to the n-port- 
junction device (1), digital signals from A/D converters (14) being supplied with the analog signals output of the 
power detectors (Pi, P2, P3. P(n-2)) and actually detected l/Q signal components. 

29. I/Q-Demodulator according to claim 27 or 28, 
characterized in that 

the processing unit (19) and additional calibration hardware is provided on the same chip or board as the n-port- 
junction device (1) and the analog circuitry (2, 3). 

30. I/Q-Demodulator according to claim 28 
characterized in that 

the processing unit (19) and additional calibration hardware is provided externally to a chip or board comprising the 
n-port-junction device (1) and the analog circuitry (2, 3). 

wherein the calibration is effected when fabricating the l/Q-demodulator by connecting the A/D converters (14) to 
control pins of the demodulator and simultaneously feeding the predefined sequence to the input of the n-port-junc- 
tion-device (1). 

31. Communication device, 
25 characterized in that 

it comprises a l/Q-demodulator according to anyone of claims 13 to 25. 
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